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REMARKS TO SHAWNEE MISSION NJROTC CADETS
0900 24 August 1973

(INTRODUCED BY JACK GARROW)

GOOD MORNING GENTLEMEN. I WAS VERY PLEASED WHEN
LIEUTENANT COMMANDER SIMMONS ASKED IF YOU COULD VISIT THE
WAR COLLEGE DURING YOUR WEEK HERE IN NEWPORT. I REALIZE THAT
THIS COLLEGE MAY NOT OFFER THE GLAMOR OF THOSE DESTROYERS OVER
AT THE PIERS, BUT, IN MY OPINION, IT FILLS JUST AS VALUABLE
A ROLE IN TODAY'S NAVY. THE WORLD HAS BECOME SO COMPLEX, SO
TECHNICAL, THAT ALL NAVAL OFFICERS MUST BE HIGHLY SPECIALIZED.
TODAY'S OFFICER IS AN EXPERT EITHER IN DESTROYERS, SUBMARINES,
OR ATIRCRAFT. WE ALSO HAVE SPECIALISTS IN SUCH DIVERSE AREAS
AS MANAGEMENT, MISSILE ELECTRONICS, SHIP DESIGN, AND COMPUTER
SCIENCE. COMMANDER JACK GARROW HERE GRADUATED FROM THE
NAVAL ACADEMY BUT HAS SPECIALIZED IN PUBLIC AFFAIRS. LIEUTENANT
CRAIG SYMONDS TEACHES STRATEGY AND HISTORY TO STUDENTS WHO
ARE 10-15 YEARS OLDER THAN HE IS. I THINK YOU GET THE POINT.

BY THE TIME AN OFFICER REACHES 8-10 YEARS OF SERVICE HE IS
PRETTY WELL COMMITTED TO A CAREER. IF HE IS TO CONTINUE TO BE
OF REAL VALUE TO US HE MUST BE ABLE TO VIEW ALL OF THE NAVY -
INCLUDING HIS OWN SPECIALITY - OBJECTIVELY. WE CANNOT AFFORD
OFFICERS WHO THINK THE US IS THE ONLY COUNTRY IN THE WORLD,
WHO FEEL THAT THE NAVY IS THE ONLY SERVICE, OR WHO ARE SO

PAROCHIAL THAT THEY CANNOT SEE THE WHOLE PICTURE.
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HERE AT THE NAVAL WAR COLLEGE WE PROVIDE A GRADUATE -
LEVEL EDUCATION TO BROADEN THEIR POINTS OF VIEW AND MAKE THEM
BETTER ABLE TO BE OUR SENIOR EXECUTIVES. WE: DO THIS WITH
THREE COURSES:

FIRST, STRATEGY -~ OR THE REASONS FOR A MILITARY AND ITS

PLACE IN SOCIETY.
SECONDLY, MANAGEMENT OR THE PROCESS OF DETERMINING PRIORITIES

AMONG ALL THE DEMANDS ON OUR NATION'S RESOURCES.

AND LAST, WE SPEND A LOT OF TIME ON NAVY TACTICS. HOW
DO WE GET THE MOST OUT OF OUR NAVY'S SHIPS, AIRCRAFT AND
SUBMARINES AND HOW DO THEY WORK BEST TOGETHER?

AFTER TAKING THESE COURSES, AND SPENDING MANY HOURS IN
RESEARCH IN THE MAHAN LIBRARY YOU JUST VISITED, OFFICERS
LEAVE HERE WITH A REAL UNDERSTANDING OF THE NAVY AS A WHOLE
AND WHERE IT FITS IN. I SINCERELY HOPE THAT, SOMEDAY, SOME
OF YOU WILL MAKE IT THIS FAR. IT WILL MARK YOU AS ONE OF
THE VERY BEST.

DON'T FEEL THAT YOU'RE STARTING FROM BEHIND BECAUSE
THERE ISN'T MUST SALT WATER IN KANSAS. OUR CHIEF OF NAVAL
OPERATIONS STARTED OUT IN THE DESERT COUNTRY OF SOUTHERN
CALIFORNIA. MY HOME TOWN IS OUTSIDE CHICAGO: MY AIDE IS
FROM A FARM IN VERMONT AND ONE OF THE BEST DESTROYER SKIPPERS
I KNOW WAS BORN IN THE OIL FIELD COUNTY OF EAST TEXAS. YOU
HAVE A GREAT OPPORTUNITY AHEAD OF YOU IF YOU CHOSE TO GO ON
WITH YOUR NAVY TRAINING. THERE IS NO LIMIT TO WHAT YOU CAN

" BE.
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I REALLY ENVY YOUR YEARS AHEAD. GOOD LUCK! - JACK, LETS

GET A FEW PICTURES SO THE PECPLE BACK IN KANSAS WILL BELIEVE

SOME OF THE STORIES WHEN THESE CADETS RETURN HOME.
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I REALLY ENVY YOUR YEARS AHEAD. | GOOD LUCK! - JACK, LETS

GET A FEW PICTURES. SO THE PEOPLE BACK IN KANSAS WILL BELIEVE

SOME OF THE STORIES WHEN THESE CADETS RETURN HOME.
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